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Adelaide Hills / Australia
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P R O D U C E R

V I T I C U L T U R E  +  V I N I F I C A T I O N

T A S T I N G  N O T E

F A C T S  +  S T A T S

Murdoch  H i l l  has  been  in  the  Downer  fami l y  s ince  1939 but  v ines  were  f i r s t  p lanted  here  on ly  in  1998 .  The
farm i s  on  the  eas tern  s ide  o f  the  Ade la ide  H i l l s  i n  the  Onkapar inga  Va l l ey ,  w i th  21  hectares  o f  v ineyard  on
sha l low  red  loam so i l s  packed  w i th  sch i s t  and  l imestone  and  up  to  516  metres  above  sea  l eve l .  S ince  tak ing
over  the  w inemak ing  re ins  in  2012 ,  M ichae l  Downer  has  taken  the  fa rm’s  w ines  to  s imi la r  he ights .

The  Murdoch  Hi l l  v ineyard  s i tuated  in  the  coo l  c l imate  Ade la ide  H i l l s  near  the  townsh ip  o f  Oakbank ,  in
an  undu lat ing  va l ley  420m in  e levat ion .  The  Cronberry  b lock  i s  a  predominate ly  east - fac ing  s lope
produc ing  Sh i raz  o f  more  f inesse  by  avo id ing  the  harsh  a f ternoon  sun .  The  so i l  s t ructure  i s
predominate ly  sandy  loam over  medium c lay  subso i l ’ s ,  w i th  vary ing  leve ls  o f  i ronstone ,  quartz  and
sch is t  rock .  The  grapes  are  hand  p icked  and  de-stemmed into  open  fermenters  wi th  vary ing  leve ls  o f
who le  bunches .  Gent le  pump overs  and  p lung ing  to  reta in  f reshness .  A f ter  an  extended  per iod  o f
macerat ion  on  sk ins  the  wine  was  pressed  and  matured  in  a  combinat ion  o f  new (25%) and  o lder  F rench
oak  barr iques  and  puncheons  for  10  months  before  bot t l ing .  YES

A typ ica l  coo l  c l imate  Syrah  wi th  f ragrant  per fumed red  f ru i ts ,  pepper  and  sp ice  notes .  The  pa late
shows succu lent  red  f ru i ts  o f  raspberr ies  and  cherr ies ,  a  medium smooth  bod ied  wine  that  i s  supported
wel l  w i th  qua l i ty  F rench  oak .  The  tann ins  are  f ine  and  savoury  wi th  l inger ing  f lavours  o f  red  f ru i ts  and
sp ice ,  a  gent le  but  pers is tent  wine .

WINEMAKER  MICHAEL  DOWNER

VARIET IES  100% SYRAH

APPELLATION  ADELAIDE  HILLS

CLOSURE  SCREW TOP

ALCOHOL  13 .5%

SUGAR  0 G/L

TOTAL  ACIDITY  0 G/L

ORGANIC  NO

BIODYNAMIC  NO

VEGAN  YES

VEGETARIAN  YES

TOTAL  SULPHUR  __NULL  MG/L

CASE S IZE  12


