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P R O D U C E R

V I T I C U L T U R E  +  V I N I F I C A T I O N

T A S T I N G  N O T E

F A C T S  +  S T A T S

Murdoch  H i l l  has  been  i n  t he  Downer  f am i l y  s i nce  1939  bu t  v i nes  were  f i r s t  p l an ted  he re  on l y  i n  1998 .  The  f a rm
i s  on  the  eas te rn  s i de  o f  t he  Ade l a i de  H i l l s  i n  t he  Onkapa r i nga  Va l l e y ,  w i th  21  hec ta res  o f  v i neya rd  on  sha l l ow  red
l oam so i l s  packed  w i th  s ch i s t  and  l imes tone  and  up  t o  516  met res  above  sea  l e ve l .  S i nce  t ak ing  ove r  t he
w inemak ing  r e i n s  i n  2012 ,  M ichae l  Downer  has  t aken  the  f a rm ’ s  w ines  t o  s im i l a r  he i gh t s .

The  Murdoch  H i l l  v i neya rd  s i t uated  i n  t he  coo l  c l imate  Ade l a i de  H i l l s  nea r  t he  t ownsh ip  o f  Oakbank ,  i n  an
undu la t i ng  va l l e y  420m in  e l e vat i on .  The  Cabe rne t  Sauv i gnon  and  Sy rah  se l ec ted  f o r  t h i s  w ines  a re  sou rced  f r om
a  p redominate l y  eas t - f ac i ng  s l ope  p roduc ing  f r u i t  o f  more  f i nesse  by  a vo id i ng  the  ha r sh  a f t e rnoon  sun .  The  so i l
s t ruc tu re  i s  p redominate l y  sandy  l oam ove r  med ium c l ay  subso i l ’ s ,  w i th  va r y i ng  l e ve l s  o f  i r ons tone ,  qua r t z  and
sch i s t  r ock .  These  v i nes  a re  cane  p runed  w i th  ve r t i ca l  shoo t  pos i t i on i ng  (VSP )  w i th  e x tens i ve  shoo t  t h i nn ing ,
canopy  t r imming  and  bunch  th i nn ing  t o  con t ro l  t he  y i e l d .  The  m i l d  t o  warm r i pen ing  days  w i th  coo l  b ree zes  a t
n i gh t  a l l ow  fu l l  r i peness  wh i l s t  r e ta i n i ng  v i b rancy  and  f r e shness  w i th  good  natu ra l  ac i d i t y .  Who le  bunches  were
hand  ha r ves ted ,  de - s temmed  i n to  open  f e rmente r s .  The  w ine  was  matu red  i n  o l de r  F rench  ba r r i ques  w i th  f o r  10
months  be fo re  bo t t l i ng  w i thou t  f i n i ng  o r  f i l t r a t i on .  A  de l i ca te  app roach  du r i ng  f e rmentat i on  w i th  pump  ove r ’ s  and
hand  p l ung ing  emp loyed  t o  g i ve  gen t l e  e x t rac t i on  o f  co l ou r ,  f l a vou r  and  t ann ins .  E x tended  mace rat i on  on  sk i n s  f o r
2 -4  weeks  has  bu i l t  t h i s  w ine ,  g i v i ng  l a ye r s  t o  t he  pa l a te  and  a  so f t  t ann in  p ro f i l e .  YES

I t  d i sp lays  t yp ica l  l i f t ed  Cabernet  a romas  o f  mu lber ry  w i th  the  Mer lo t  b r ing ing  more  b r igh t  red  and  b lack
f ru i t s ,  ove ra l l  a  b r igh t  pers i s ten t  red  f ru i ted  w ine  w i th  so f t  f i ne  g ra in  tann ins  and  v ib rant  ac id i t y .

WINEMAKER  MICHAEL  DOWNER

VARIET IES  60% CABERNET  SAUVIGNON ,  30% MERLOT ,  10% SHIRAZ

APPELLAT ION  ADELA IDE  H ILLS

CLOSURE  SCREW TOP

ALCOHOL  13 .5%

SUGAR  0 G/L

TOTAL  AC ID ITY  0 G/L

ORGANIC  NO

BIODYNAMIC  NO

VEGAN  YES

VEGETARIAN  YES

TOTAL  SULPHUR  _ _NULL  MG/L

CASE  S IZE  12


