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P R O D U C E R

V I T I C U L T U R E  +  V I N I F I C AT I O N

T A S T I N G  N O T E

F A C T S  +  S T AT S

Murdoch Hill has been in the Downer  family since 1939 but vines were fir st planted
here only in 1998.  The farm is on the eastern side of the Adelaide Hills in the
Onkapar inga Valley,  with 21  hectares of vineyard on shallow red loam soils packed
with schist and limestone and up to 516 metres above sea level.  S ince taking over  the
winemaking reins in 2012,  Michael Downer  has taken the farm’s wines to similar
heights.

Premium vineyards from the Lobethal distr ict,  Oakbank and the Piccadilly Valley were
selected for  this Chardonnay.  Each small parcel provides a different profile giving an
overall complex wine,  c lonal mater ial included Bernard clones 76,  96 with parcels
from I10V1  and sparkling clone G9V7.  The fruit was hand picked then kept in cold
storage at two degrees for  several days.  The fruit is whole bunch and whole ber ry
pressed straight to bar rel with a mix of bar r iques,  puncheons and foudre with 15%
new oak.  The juice was fermented naturally with largely no malolactic  fermentation,  a
small selection see par tial malo to add complexity and soften the often-high acidity.
Par tial malolactic .

This modern refined style of Chardonnay exhibits all the typical characters of the
Adelaide Hills,  displaying white peach,  c itrus and grapefruit’s with a fine acid line.
Careful lees work and oak selection give this wine complexity and structural suppor t.

WINEMAKER  MICHAEL DOWNER
VARIETIES  100% CHARDONNAY
APPELLATION  ADELAIDE HILLS
FORMAT  0.750L
CLOSURE  SCREW TOP
BIODYNAMIC  NO
CASE SIZE  6


