
 

Artisan Series Apollo Pinot Noir / Murdoch

Hill / 2020 / Adelaide Hills / Australia
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P R O D U C E R

V I T I C U L T U R E  +  V I N I F I C A T I O N

T A S T I N G  N O T E

F A C T S  +  S T A T S

Murdoch Hi l l  has  been in  the Downer fami ly  s ince 1939 but  v ines were f i rst  p lanted here only  in
1998.  The farm is  on the eastern s ide of  the Adela ide Hi l ls  in  the Onkapar inga Val ley ,  with  21
hectares  of  v ineyard on shal low red loam soi ls  packed with schist  and l imestone and up to  516
metres above sea level .  S ince taking over  the winemaking re ins  in  2012,  Michael  Downer has
taken the farm’s  wines to  s imi lar  heights .

The fru i t  comes from three v ineyards in  the cool  c l imes of  the Piccadi l ly  Val ley ,  a l l  on the
western r idge on predominant ly  east-facing s lopes .  One v ineyard that  Michael  has been sourcing
fruit  f rom s ince 2016 has consistent ly  stood out  and 85% of  Apol lo  2020 comes from this  s i te ,
located in  Piccadi l ly  just  opposite  the Mt Lofty  Botanic  Garden.  The understudy source is  in
Ashton ,  and contr ibutes  more underf loor ,  forest  notes  to  offset  the Piccadi l ly  v ineyard 's  red-
fru ited intensity .  Hand harvested and 40% whole  bunches reta ined .  Wi ld  fermented in  barre l
(60% new) then matured for  10 months in  one puncheon,  one Stockinger  600l  demi-muid and
one Chassin  barr ique .  60% new oak with 10 months maturat ion in  a  mixture of  Austr ian and
French oak .

The f irst  v intage of  a  supreme Piccadi l ly  Val ley Pinot  Noir .  I t ' s  a  beauti ful  pale colour with
f loral  aromas of  rosehip and kitchen herbs .  L ively  and tangy,  l inear but  s inewy,  only  mid-
weight but  carrying a good deal  of  future power .  A fabulous new entry into the pantheon of
great  Austral ian Pinot ,  and new star  in  the Adelaide Hi l ls  f i rmament .  Only 100 dozen made.

WINEMAKER  MICHAEL DOWNER
VARIETIES  100% PINOT NOIR
APPELLATION  ADELAIDE HILLS
CLOSURE  SCREW TOP
ALCOHOL  13%
ORGANIC  NO
BIODYNAMIC  NO
VEGAN  YES
VEGETARIAN  YES
CASE SIZE  6


