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P R O D U C E R

V I T I C U L T U R E  +  V I N I F I C A T I O N

T A S T I N G  N O T E

F A C T S  +  S T A T S

" M c L a r e n  Va l e  i s  o u r  h e a r t l a n d "  -  B e r n i c e  O n g  a n d  J u l i a n  F o r w o o d  b o u g h t  t h e i r  1 1  h e c t a r e  v i n e y a r d  p o s i t i o n e d  a t o p
t h e  O n k a p a r i n g a  G o r ge  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  t r a i n e d  w i n e m a k e r s ,  b e t w e e n  t h e m  t h e y  h a v e  3 5  y e a r s  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  w i n e  h o s p i t a l i t y .  T h e y  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a  k n a c k  f o r  t r a c k i n g  d ow n  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  p a r c e l s  o f  f r u i t  t h e y
c a n  l a y  t h e i r  h a n d s  o n .  B e r n i c e  a n d  J u l i a n  c r e a t e d  M i n i s t r y  o f  C l o u d s  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  a n d  i n  s u c h  a  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  t i m e
t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l l y  p o i s e d ,  e l e g a n t  w i n e s  h a v e  w o n  a  l e g i o n  o f  f a n s .

W i t h  t h e  a i m  t h a t  t h i s  S h i r a z  r e f l e c t s  o u r  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w e  c o m b i n e  a  f a m e d  d r y  g r ow n  B l e w i t t  S p r i n g s  d e e p
s a n d y  v i n e y a r d ,  a n d  a  y o u n ge r  m o r e  s t r u c t u r e d  a n d  f r a g r a n t  p a r c e l  f r o m  t h e  s h a l l ow  o l d  r o c k s  o f  o u r  ow n  S e a v i e w
s i t e  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  a  m o r e  m o d e r n ,  s l e n d e r  a n d  y o u t h f u l  e x p r e s s i o n .  We  h a n d  p i c k e d  e a c h  p a r c e l  t o  p r e s e r v e
f r e s h n e s s  a n d  v i b r a n c y ,  k e e p i n g  5 %  a s  w h o l e  b u n c h e s  a n d  ge n t l y  d e -  s t e m m i n g  t h e  b a l a n c e  t o  r e t a i n  w h o l e  b e r r i e s .
We  a l l ow e d  i t  t o  c o l d  s o a k  f o r  3  d a y s  t o  c a p t u r e  a r o m at i c s .  F e r m e n t a t i o n  c o m m e n c e d  n a t u r a l l y  ( u s i n g  n a t u r a l
y e a s t s ) ,  i t  w a s  h a n d  p l u n ge d  o r  p u m p e d  o v e r  a n d  t a s t e d  t w i c e  d a i l y  t o  a s s e s s  f l a v o u r  a n d  c o l o u r  e x t r a c t i o n .  A f t e r  a
ge n t l e  b a s k e t  p r e s s ,  t h e  w i n e  w a s  m at u r e d  i n  a  5 , 0 0 0  l i t r e  o l d  F r e n c h  o a k  f o u d r e ,  a n d  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  5 0 0 l
p u n c h e o n s .  B o t t l e d  w i t h o u t  f i n i n g  o r  f i l t r a t i o n .  F e r m e n t a t i o n  c o m m e n c e d  n a t u r a l l y ,  i t  w a s  h a n d  p l u n ge d  o r  p u m p e d
o v e r  a n d  t a s t e d  t w i c e  d a i l y  t o  a s s e s s  f l a v o u r  a n d  c o l o u r  e x t r a c t i o n .  N a t u r a l  m a l o l a c t i c  f e r m e n t a t i o n .  T h e  w i n e  w a s
m at u r e d  i n  a  5 0 0 0  l i t r e  o l d  F r e i n c h  o a k  f o u d r e ,  a n d  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  5 0 0 l  p u n c h e o n s .

Laye rs  o f  coo l  b lue  and  red  f ru i t  l i f t  w i th  l aye r s  o f  a l l sp i ce  and  ca rdamom to  en t i ce ,  suppor ted  by  a  gen t l e
c reaminess ,  wh ich  p rog resses  t o  the  pa la te  exh ib i t i ng  a  deep  f ru i t  we igh t  kep t  b r i gh t ,  ne rvy ,  and  f l e shy  and
f i l ed  down  n i ce l y  by  f i ne  and  savoury  t ann in  l i ne .

WINEMAKER  BERNICE  ONG &  JUL IAN  FORWOOD

VARIET I ES  100% SHIRAZ

APPELLAT ION  MCLAREN  VALE

CLOSURE  SCREW TOP

ALCOHOL  14 . 1%

SUGAR  0 .88  G/L

TOTAL  AC ID ITY  6  G/L

ORGANIC  NO

BIODYNAMIC  NO

VEGAN  YES

VEGETARIAN  YES

TOTAL  SULPHUR  28  MG/L

CASE  S IZE  6


