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P R O D U C E R

V I T I C U L T U R E  +  V I N I F I C A T I O N

T A S T I N G  N O T E

F A C T S  +  S T A T S

"McLaren  Va le  i s  our  hear t l and "  -  Bern ice  Ong  and  Ju l i an  Fo rwood  bought  the i r  11  hec ta re  v ineyard  pos i t i oned
atop  the  Onkapar inga  Gorge  and  a l though  they  were  no t  t ra ined  w inemakers ,  be tween  them they  have  35
years  o f  exper ience  i n  w ine  hosp i ta l i t y .  They  have  deve loped  a  knack  fo r  t rack ing  down  the  ve ry  bes t  parce l s
o f  f ru i t  they  can  l ay  the i r  hands  on .  Bern ice  and  Ju l i an  c reated  Min i s t r y  o f  C louds  i n  2012 ,  and  i n  such  a
shor t  space  o f  t ime  the i r  beaut i fu l l y  po i sed ,  e l egant  w ines  have  won  a  l eg ion  o f  f ans .

The  base  o f  th i s  w ine  comes  f rom the  l ean  and  hungry  rocky  so i l s  shared  by  two  h igh  a l t i tude  v ineyards  i n  the
rugged  H i l l s  o f  Penwor tham and  Sevenh i l l .  The  resu l t i ng  bunches  and  ber r i es  a re  t i ny ,  bu t  i n tense .  They  r ipen
late  i n  the  season  and  p rov ide  a  rap ie r - l i ke  ac id  l i ne .  To  p rov ide  ba lance ,  the  rema in ing  50% i s  sourced  f rom
a  s l i gh t l y  more  fe r t i l e  and  abundant  nor th - fac ing  s i te  i n  Waterva le  p lan ted  i n  the  1960 ’s  on  red  l oam over
quar t z  p rov id ing  more  generos i t y ,  we ight  and  f l avour .  O f  a l l  the  many  g rape  va r i e t i es ,  R ies l i ng  i s  the  most
t ransparent  express ion  o f  a  v ineyard  s i te .  We  have  l ong  l oved  the  more  c rys ta l l i ne  express ions  o f  C la re
Va l l ey  R ies l i ng ,  wh ich  embrace  the  exqu i s i te  r i sk  i nherent  i n  de l i cacy  and  f rag i l i t y .  Never  a  w ine  about
w inemaker  ego ,  o r  manhand l ing  i n  the  w inery ,  j us t  pur i t y .  Th i s  R ies l i ng  was  w i ld  f e rmented  (natura l  yeas ts )
i n  s ta in less  s tee l .  There  was  no  ma lo lac t i c  f e rmentat ion  to  p reserve  pur i t y  o f  f ru i t  and  ac id .  None .

A  de l ibe rate l y  de l i cate  express ion  o f  C la re  Va l l ey  R ies l i ng ,  exh ib i t i ng  l i f t ed  f l o ra l  no tes ,  ka ff i r  l ime ,  f resh l y
squeezed  l emon  ju i ce ,  g rape f ru i t  pee l ,  bath  sa l t s ,  and  under l y ing  ta l c .  C lass i c  c i t rus  no tes  a re  compl imented
by  the  mouth-water ing  cha lky  and  minera l  t ex tu re  on  the  pa late ,  f i n i sh ing  w i th  a  f i ne  and  tau t  ac id  l i ne .

WINEMAKER  BERNICE  ONG & JUL IAN FORWOOD

VARIET IES  100% RIESL ING

APPELLAT ION  CLARE  VALLEY

CLOSURE  SCREW TOP

ALCOHOL  12 .4%

SUGAR  0.5  G/L

TOTAL  ACIDITY  7  G/L

ORGANIC  NO

BIODYNAMIC  NO

VEGAN  YES

VEGETARIAN  YES

TOTAL  SULPHUR  54 MG/L

CASE  S IZE  6


